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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT URN# TAG# 


INCIDENT REPORT - NARRATIVE |019-04078-2178-057 N/A mor 3 or 3. 


WE RESPONDED TOMBE VILLE AVENUE, HUNTINGTON PARK, REGARDING AN EMERGENT REQUEST FOR AN ASSAULT WITH A 
DEADLY WEAPON ON A DEPUTY. 


UPON OUR ARRIVAL WE WERE ADVISED BY DEPUTY CUFLEY φββββββινο DEPUTY MEJIA A THAT THE SUSPECT DROVE 
HER VEHICLE TOWARDS DEPUTY CUFLEY AND AS A RESULT A DEPUTY-INVOLVED SHOOTING OCCURRED. 


THE SUSPECT'S VEHICLE WAS RECOVERED A THE SUSPECT WAS DETAINED AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED AT| 


BOTH DEPUTY CUFLEY AND DEPUTY MEJIA POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED THE SUSPECT. 


A FIELD IDENTIFICATION OF THE SUSPECT'S WAS CONDUCTED, AT WHICH POINT THE INFORMANT POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED THE 
SUSPECT. 


HOMICIDE DETECTIVES RESPONDED AND TOOK OVER THE INVESTIGATION. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: MARCH 15, 2019 FILE NO.: 019-04078-2178-057 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ONA ACTION: ACTIVE/ADDITIONAL 


PEACE OFFICER, 245(C) PC; RESULTING IN INFORMATION/VICTIM 
A DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING INTERVIEWS/SUSPECT 
(SUSPECT INJURED), DRIVING VEHICLE INTERVIEW 

WITHOUT OWNERS CONSENT 10851(Α) 

CVC 


Vi: CUFLEY, JONATHAN Mw 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF 
(UNINJURED) 


v2: MEJIA, CHUCK MH RR 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF 
(UNINJURED) 

D: MARCH 14, 2019 AT 2231 HOURS 


L: BELLE AVENUE 
WALNUT PARK, CA 90255 


HERRERA, NANCY MICHELLE FH/24 
DOB: 09-23-1994 (INJURED) 
ΟΙΗ: 


CDL: 
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EVIDENCE: 


ITEM #16: (1) Smith δι Wesson M&P 9mm handgun, serial number, with one 
magazine and (16) live 9mm rounds. Item #16 was recovered from Deputy 
Jonathan Cufley by Detectives Ewing and Baljet. The item was later turned 
over to FIS Terri Beatty for transportation to the Sheriff's Crime Lab, Firearms 
Section, for further examination and testing. 
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ITEM #17: (1) Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Reference Oral (Buccal) DNA 
Collection Kit collected from Suspect Nancy Herrera by Detective Baljet on 
March 15, 2019. 
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On March 15, 2019, at approximately 0100 hours, Detectives Baljet and Ewing responded 
OO Seville Avenue in the unincorporated area of Wainut Park, in order to investigate 
the circumstances involving an assault with a deadly weapon (vehicle) on peace officers 
which resulted in a deputy involved shooting at the location. 


Detectives arrived at approximately 0300 hours and contacted the handling unit, Deputy 
Luis Torres Deputy Torres was working Century Station Unit 216H with his 
partner, Deputy Lucas Jenkins | 


Station Unit 216F, Deputies Chuck Mejia MEN (driver) and Jonathan Cufley 
(passenger), attempted to conduct a traffic stop of a black Chevrolet Equinox for not 
having proper license plates in the area of Florence Avenue and Seville Avenue. 


Deputy Torres stated that on March 14, 2019, at approximately 2225 hours, Ee 


The vehicle initially yielded on Seville Avenue south of Florence Avenue, however, the 
vehicle then sped away from deputies before they could make contact with the driver. 
Before the vehicle fled, Deputies Mejia and Cufley could see that the vehicle was being 
driven by a female Hispanic adult. They did not see any other occupants in the vehicle. 


Based on the minor infraction as the reason for the traffic stop, Deputies Mejia and Cufley 
did not pursue the vehicle as it fled southbound on Seville Avenue and westbound on'an 
unknown street south of their location. 


A short time later, deputies relocated the vehicle in the "King Taco" parking lot located at 
7623 Pacific Boulevard. The vehicle again fled from deputies. 


A short time late, deputies again located the vehicle parked in a deep driveway at 
Seville Avenue. Deputy Mejia drove into the same driveway and Deputy Cufley exited the 
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patrol vehicle. A deputy involved shooting occurred when the vehicle accelerated in 
reverse toward Deputies Mejia and Cufley. 


The deputies were not struck by the vehicle. The vehicle collided with a black Honda 
Accord (CA License — which was parked along the west curb of Seville 
Avenue, just north of the driveway to the location. The vehicle fled southbound on Seville 
Avenue and eastbound on Hope Avenue. 


Deputy Cufley broadcasted emergent radio traffic and requested assistance from other 
units. Additional Century Station units responded to the location and ultimately located 
the suspect vehicle, which was unoccupied and parked in the driveway E 


The suspect was later located hiding behind a large white pickup truck in the driveway of 

EGENT Deputies noticed superficial injuries to the left side of her face, which 
she initially claimed she received when she was attempting to hide. The suspect was 
transported to Martin Luther King Hospital for treatment. 


A witness a ERE (010 deputies that she saw the suspect near her residence 
prior to her being apprehended. She said the suspect told her that she had been shot in 
the face by deputies. Upon closer examination of the injuries to the suspect's face, 
deputies noted that the injuries were consistent with being caused by shrapnel or glass 
fragments and were likely a result of the deputy involved shooting. 


Deputies also discovered that the vehicle the suspect had been driving, a black Chevrolet 
Equinox SUV (CA License Plate ] was reporied stolen to Lakewood Sheriff 
Station on March 8, 2019 (File Number 019-05101-1327-091). 


Detectives Gustavo Carrillo AB anc Daniel Machuca E responded to assist 
detectives Baljet and Ewing with the documentation of the scene. They were assisted by 
Forensic Identification Specialist (FIS) Desiree Rollins MENS and Terri Beatty 
. FIS Beatty also responded to Century Sheriff Station where she photographed 
Deputy Cufley, Deputy Mejia, and Suspect Herrera. Their findings, when complete, will 
be reduced to a supplemental report which will become a permanent part of this case file. 


INTERVIEW WITH DEPUTY JONATHAN CUFLEY L =} 


On March 15, 2019, at approximately 0502 hours, Detectives Ewing and Baljet 
interviewed Deputy Cufley at the Century Station Captain's Conference Room. Also 
present was attorney William Hadden from the Law Offices of Rains, Lucia, Stern, St. 
Phalle and Silver. The interview was audio recorded and a summation of the interview 
is as follows. 
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Deputy Cufley was hired on February 21, 2007 and graduated from the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department Academ zz: He was then assigned to the 
De rena] and then transferred to Century Sheriff's Station 
on September 4, , as his current unit of assignment. 

On the night of the incident Deputy Cufley was working unit 216F, early morning shift with 


his partner, Deputy Chuck Mejia. Their shift started at hours and ends atl hours. 
Deputy Cufley was working as the "bookman" during his shift. 


Deputy Cufley stated they were driving easibound on Florence Avenue, approaching 
Pacific Boulevard in a marked black and white Sheriff's vehicle. They saw a black sports 
utility vehicle (SUV) also driving eastbound. The vehicle had paper plates from a 
Mitsubishi car dealership. Deputy Cufley indicated that the vehicle's make and model did 
not match a Mitsubishi. 


He stated while stopped at the light, they pulled along the driver's side of the SUV and 
saw the vehicle was being driven by a female Hispanic who would not look in their 
direction. The light turned green and they pulled in behind the SUV. They decided to 
stop the vehicle, just west of Seville Avenue. Deputy Cufley stated the driver began to 
slow and yield to the curb, when it made a southbound turn on Seville Avenue. Again, the 
vehicle slowed and began to pull to the curb. The vehicle then accelerated and sped off 
at a high rate of speed. 


Because they only witnessed traffic violations, coupled with the fact there were other 
citizen vehicles in the area, the deputies decided it would not be safe to follow the vehicle. 
The deputies drove southbound on Seville Avenue and then turned westbound on an 
unknown street. They reached Pacific Boulevard and saw the vehicle stopped in the King 
Taco parking lot located at 7623 Pacific Boulevard. 


They pulled into the King Taco parking lot and saw the vehicle take off and drive 
northbound Pacific Boulevard to eastbound Flower Street. They pulled out on to Pacific 
Boulevard and drove northbound to eastbound Flower Street. When they reached Flower 
Street they saw the black SUV turn southbound on Seville Avenue. 


The deputies turned southbound on Seville Avenue and saw the vehicle parked in a lot, 
a few properties south of Flower Street. Deputy Cufley stated the Vehicle's parking lights 
were on. They pulled into the lot and Deputy Mejia began to stop behind and south of the 
vehicle. Before the patrol car came to a stop, Deputy Cufley was exiting the patrol car. 
Deputy Cufley began to approach the vehicle. He then heard the SUV's engine rev loudly 
and the reverse lights turn on. Deputy Cufley stated there was a fence to his left and the 
radio car was behind him. The suspect's vehicle began 10 drive in reverse at a high rate 
of speed. He stated he had nowhere to move and assumed the driver (suspect) was going 
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to try to kill him. Fearing for his safety Deputy Cufley fired three times trom his duty 
handgun in the direction of the driver's window. 


Deputy Cufley stated the car's front end began to swing around to the left in his direction. 
The vehicle's actions and position forced Deputy Cuíley up against the wall. Again fearing 
for his safety, Deputy Cufley fired three more times in the direction of the driver. He stated 
when the car was moving, he gave several verbal orders to stop the car. Deputy Cufley 
later stated that the SUV's windows were tinted and were all closed at the time of the 
shooting. He stated the vehicle was approximately 3' away from him when he started to 
fire his handgun. 


Deputy Cufley stated the vehicle was now behind him and continuing east through the 
lot. Deputy Cufley now feared that driver was going to place the car in drive and try to run 
him over. The suspect's vehicle continued towards Seville Avenue and struck a parked 
vehicle that was parked along the west curb. 


Deputy Cufley stated he could not see Deputy Mejia at this time. He stated the SUV drove 
southbound on Seville Street and turned eastbound on Hope Street and out of sight. 


Deputy Cufley advised via his hand held radio that he had been assaulted and had been 
involved in a deputy involved shooting (DIS). Deputy Cufley later found out that his radio 
transmission of stating that he was involved in a DIS failed to broadcast. Deputy Cufley 
stated he provided a suspect and vehicle description to responding units. 


Deputy Cufley learned that the vehicle was found mid-block on Hope Avenue, between 
Seville Avenue and Mountain View Avenue. He stated the suspect was also located. 
Deputy Cufley and Deputy Mejia participated in a field show-up and positively identified 
the vehicle and Suspect Nancy Herrera. 


Detective Baljet obtained a Google Map Street View B [S Avenue. The photo 
was taken in January of 2018. Deputy Cufley made a rectangle on the map of where the 
suspect's car was initially parked. A second marking is of the position of the radio car that 
was offset to the left of the suspect's car. A third marking was of the parked vehicle that 
was parked on the street and struck by the SUV. 


Deputy Cufley stated he was approximately 7' to the east pf the Suspect Herrera's vehicle 
when he first approached. He stated the shooting was rapid and the entire incident 
lasted only seconds. Deputy Cufley stated there was some ambient lighting in the area, 
along with the patrol car headlights. He stated he has a light affixed to his handgun, but 
did not utilize it. The patrol car's spotlights were not on. Deputy Cufley stated he believed 
the vehicle was solely occupied by Suspect Herrera. 
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Detectives questioned Deputy Cufley regarding the tire marks found in the front yard of 
Seville Avenue. He stated he did not see the vehicle drive on the front yard. 


Detective Ewing utilized his digital recorder and asked Deputy Cufley to demonstrate the 
direction of travel of the SUV during the shooting. Deputy Cufley moved the recorder in 
the direction he remembers and showed how the front of the car swung around in his 
direction when it was turning. He also showed where he was off to the side of the driver's 
door when he fired. 


Detectives examined Deputy Cufley's handgun, a Smith and Wesson MMP 9mm, serial 
(Item #16). The handgun had an extended magazine clip seated in the 
handgun. The magazine clip contains a maximum of (22) live cartridge cases, plus (1) 
cartridge case in the chamber of the handgun for a total of (23) live cartridge cases. 
Detective Baljet counted the cartridge cases in the handgun's magazine clip and noted 
(15) live cartridge cases, plus (1) live cartridge case in the chamber. This indicates that 
Deputy Cufley fired his weapon (7) times. Deputy Cufley initially thought he fired four 
times, but would later see six cartridge cases at the scene. 


Deputy Cufley was wearing a Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, "Class A," short 
sleeve, uniform shirt, with green pants (refer to photos). His holster was on the right side 
of his Sam Browne belt. 


Deputy Cufley did not have any additional information and the interview was terminated. 


INTERVIEW WITH DEPUTY CHUCK MEJIA E ) 


On March 15, 2019, at approximately 0535 hours, Detectives Ewing and Baljet 
interviewed Deputy Chuck Mejia at the Century Station Captain's Conference Room. Also 
present was attorney William Hadden from the Law Offices of Rains, Lucia, Stern, St. 
Phalle and Silver and Internal Affairs Sergeants Eric Barron and Robert Jones. The 
interview was audio recorded and a summation of the interview is as follows. 


Deputy Mejia was hired on October 3, 2007, and graduated from the Los Angeles Count 
Sheriff's Department Academy on | He was then assigned to ‘ne 
and transferred to his current unit of assignment, 
ation, in February 2015. 


entury 


On the night of the incident, Deputy Mejia was working unit 216F, early morning shift, with 
his partner, Deputy Jonathan Cufley. Their shift started at NS and ends at 
hours. Deputy Mejia was the driver during his shift. He added he has been partners with 
Deputy Cufley for approximately one year. 


& 


MARCH 15, 2019 -7- 019-04078-2178-057 


Deputy Mejia stated they were stopped at a red light eastbound on Florence Avenue. 
They saw a black SUV stopped in the #1 lane of traffic. The SUV displayed paper plates. 
He pulled up alongside the SUV and saw a female Hispanic in the driver's seat. She 
refused to make eye contact with the deputies. 


The light turned green and the SUV continued eastbound on Florence Avenue. He 
decided to stop the vehicle, so he positioned his marked patrol vehicle behind the SUV 
and activated the overhead red lights. Deputy Mejia stated the driver began to slow and 
yield to the right, when it made a southbound turn on Seville Avenue. Again the vehicle 
slowed and began to pull to the curb. The vehicle then accelerated and sped off at a high 
rate of speed, failing to stop for a stop sign. 


The decided not to pursue the vehicle because of the possible dangers. The vehicle made 
a westbound turn on an unknown street. Deputy Mejia turned on the same street and 
believes he saw the vehicle make a right hand turn on Pacific Boulevard. 


He reached Pacific Boulevard and saw the black SUV in the King Taco parking lot. He 
turned into the King Taco parking lot and the vehicle sped off and turned northbound on 
Pacific Boulevard, then turned eastbound onto Flower Street. Deputy Mejia turned onto 
Flower Street and saw the vehicle make a right hand turn onto Seville Street. 


Deputy Mejia made a right hand turn and saw the vehicle parked in the driveway of an 
abandon building. He pulled into the driveway and Deputy Cufley exited the patrol car. 
Deputy Mejia heard the SUV's engine revving and saw the vehicle moving in reverse. He 
heard Deputy Cufley yell, "Sheriff's Department, stop the vehicle," several times. 


The vehicle continued in an aggressive manner and turned to the right, causing the front 
end of the vehicle to swing towards Deputy Cufley. Deputy Mejia believes the driver of 
the SUV was attempting to run Deputy Cufley over and thought the vehicle was going to 
hit Deputy Cufley. At this time Deputy Mejia heard gunfire. He did not know if the gunfire 
was from Deputy Cufley or the driver of the SUV. 


The SUV continued out the driveway and struck a parked car. The vehicle then south 
south and turned east on Hope Street. He heard his partner voice via his handheld radio 
indicating a "998" had just occurred. 

| 
He stated the vehicle and suspect were later located. He positively identified Suspect 
Herrera as the driver of the vehicle. He also identified the vehicle. 


He stated Deputy Cufley was near the right front tire of the patrol car and off to the side 


of the driver's window of the SUV when the shooting took place. The patrol car was 
approximately 3' from the black SUV when Deputy Mejia parked in the driveway. 


o 
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Deputy Mejia stated their first radio traffic of the entire incident was made after the deputy 
involved shooting occurred. Deputy Mejia was also provided Google Street View photo of 
the location. He marked the position of the patrol car and suspect's vehicle just prior to 
the shooting. 


Deputy Mejia did not have any additional information and the interview was terminated. 


INTERVIEW OF SUSPECT NANCY MICHELLE HERRERA 


On March 15, 2019, at approximately 0608 hours, Detectives Ewing and Baljet 
interviewed SUSPECT NANCY HERRERA. The interview took place at the Century 
Regional Detention Facility Booking Front interview room. The interview was audio 
recorded and a synopsis is as follows. 


Prior to questioning Suspect Herrera, Detective Baljet read her the Miranda Admonition 
(Per SH-AD-477). She stated she understood her rights. She impliedly waived her rights 
by freely answering detectives’ questions. 


The suspect stated that she is a habitual methamphetamine user. She said she last used 
approximately 2-3 days prior. She said she had been drinking “Mickeys” throughout the 
day. She could not recall how many she drank, but said they were the 40 ounce size. She 
later said she thought she drank 2-3 beers. She said she last slept the previous day. 


The suspect initially stated that she was not sure what was going on. She said she is 
afraid of law enforcement and hides whenever she sees them. She added that she is on 
probation and she believes she is currently in violation of her probation terms because 
she has not reported to her probation officer. 


The suspect stated she was walking toward the park when she heard gunshots and then 
saw a car. She said her first reaction was to hide. She said she then saw several deputies 
in the area and wondered what they were looking for. She ultimately realized she was the 
person they were looking for. She said her face was scratched when she was hiding. 


The suspect went on to explain that she saw a black “Jeep” passing by. She said she was 
able to see bullet holes in the vehicle, even though it was not very close to her. 


Detectives told the suspect that they believed she was in the black car. Detective 
confronted her with their knowledge that she told a witness that she had been shot by 
deputies. Detectives told the suspect that it was important to know how her face had been 
cut. 


The suspect finally stated, "The cops fucking did it.” She admitted that she did take the 
vehicle and that her injuries were a result of the shooting. 
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The suspect stated that she was driving the vehicle when she noticed the deputies looking 
at her. She said they attempted to conduct a traffic stop of her vehicle. She said she 
initially pulled over, but then she "just took off." She later admitted to watching to see if 
the deputies would exit their vehicle, then fled when they did. She admitted seeing two 
deputies in the patrol vehicle. 


The suspect stated that she ended up at the "King Taco" when she was trying to get away. 
She said she was right in front when the deputies just shot her for no reason. She said, “I 
didn't even have a weapon. | didn't even go towards them. Like, ! didn't even try to run 
them over." She said the vehicle was struck on the driver's side door by the gunfire. She 
said she went "straight to that block" where she parked the vehicle and fled on foot. She 
also admitted to telling a witness that she had been shot by deputies. 


Detectives told the suspect that they believed the shooting took place at a location other 
than the "King Taco." Detectives asked the suspect if she remembered hiding in a dark 
driveway on Seville Avenue and then quickly pulling out of the driveway. The suspect 
admitted that she did remember. Detectives asked what made her decide to flee the 
driveway and she said she saw the deputies in their patro! vehicle behind her. 


The suspect admitted remembering colliding with another vehicle when she pulled out of 
the driveway. She asked if there was anyone in the vehicle and detectives advised her 
there was not. 


Detectives asked the suspect how she knew it was the deputies that were behind her in 
the driveway. She said she recognized the vehicle as a "police car" and later clarified that 
it was an SUV. She said she heard one of them yell, "Pull over." She said they had their 
guns out and she did not know why. 


The suspect admitted that she put the car in reverse and left tne driveway at a high rate 
of speed. She demonstrated with some papers on the table how she swerved the vehicle 
to the right in order to avoid colliding with the patrol vehicle, which had pulled into the 
driveway behind her. She said she did not see any deputies on foot when she was backing 
up. 


The suspect admitted to stepping hard on the gas pedal and revving the engine as she 
backed out of the driveway. She said she "made sure" she did not hit anyone. She later 
added that the vehicle had good brakes. 


The suspect said she received the vehicle about two days prior from "some person." She 


said she found it with keys in it and did not know who the actua! owner of the vehicle was. 
She admitted knowing the vehicle was stolen. 
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The suspect said that this incident was her first "high speed chase." 


The suspect stated that she was frightened by the gunshots. She could not provide a 
number of gunshots she heard, but said they were all in rapid succession. 


The suspect stated that she was scared during the incident. She said she did not know 
how people could, "do this shit for a living." She clarified that she was referring to stealing 
cars and running from law enforcement. 


The suspect agreed to provide a DNA sample (Item #17). 


The suspect did not have any additional information and the interview was terminated. 


PHONE INTERVIEW wr RN 


On March 15, 2019, at approximately 1400 hours, Detective Ewing contacted witness 
via —_ ΕΠΗ is listed as the “Reporting Party" 
on the stolen vehicle report for the vehicle that the suspect was driving. 


The witness stated she did not know anyone by the name oí "Nancy Herrera" and had not 
given her permission to drive the vehicle. She said that at the time the vehicle was stolen 
(03/08/2019), it was equipped with both front and rear California Department of Motor 
Vehicles issued license plates i 


The witness did not have any additional information and the interview was terminated. 


The investigation is ongoing with further reports to follow. 


BY: DETECTIVE THEODOR BALJET, AE A 
SERGEANT TROY EWING, πη 7 
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ASSIGNED: HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION j 


